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and observes that " for the spirit of Wisdom one is
to perform more homage and service than for the
remaining archangels" (chapter I, sec. 53). Here
we have to note that the archangels too are essences
of virtuous qualities. It is added later that " it is
possible to carry out every duty and practise all
virtues through Wisdom " (Ibid. sec. 54).

CLASSIFICATION AND DIFFERENTIATION OP

VlBTUES  AND  VlOES

In two places in the epic, Firdausi attempts a
classification of and differentiation between virtues
and vices : and it is noteworthy that on both occasions
the exposition is put in the mouth of Buzurchemehr.
In both eases, again, the Pahlavi source of the classi-
fication is unmistakable. Thus, when the scribe
Yazdegard asks Buzurchemehr as to what are the ten
secret faults or sins, he is thus answered: The first
is slandering and fault-finding; the second is envy and
covetousness; the third is inciting to strife; the fourth
is talking out-of-place; the fifth is seeking wealth
unduly and the sixth is anger. Obviously in our
copies of the epic, the full list of ten is not given com-
plete, very likely in order to avoid prolixity :

